
Esso Covers 1942-1965 
 

1942-1945 
 

 
1942  Front Covers 

 
Beginning in 1942 the Esso maps, drawn by General Drafting, featured an artistic 
rendering of a landscape or landmark of the area mapped.  The maps up through 1948 
had an uncolored border.  Note that the date was listed on the Washington, D.C. cover 
and not on the New York.  This also occurred with the 1945s as shown next. 



1942-1945, cont. 
 

 
1945  Front Covers 

 
Like the 1942 New York shown on the previous page, the Carolina map did not have 
the date shown on the front.  It was listed inside as a 1942 (Revised) with a General 
Drafting code of 445—April, 1945.  Although these two drawings were similar, an 
identical cover was rarely repeated for another year of the same map or for a different 
map where the same picture would have been appropriate.  There were exceptions.   



1942-1945, cont. 
 

 
   1942 A?      1942 B? 
 
These two maps of New England, apparently identical other than the cover date, each 
had the General Drafting code of 142—January, 1942.  It is unsure which one was 
published first.  Not all maps in this series contained a code.  There appears to be no 
pattern as to which ones did have and which did not.   
 
 



1942-1945, cont. 
 

 
1942 and 1945 Back Covers 

 
All 1942 and 1945 back covers appear to be like the one shown here. 
 



1946-1948 
 

 
  1946  Front Covers    1946 Back Covers 
 
All 1946 issues had the red background above the artwork.  All of the back covers had 
the vehicle-on-a-hoist drawing.  Each successive year's issue usually had a newly 
designed back cover but it was not always exclusive to the year. 
 



1946-1948, cont. 
 

 
 1947  Front Covers    1947-1949 Back Covers 

 
The 1947 front covers had no red background.  Instead, the artwork faded to a dark 
blue like the Arkansas/Louisiana shown here.  The gas station back cover was used for 
all 1947s and occasionally for 1948 and 1949. 
 
 



1946-1948, cont. 
 

 
1948 Front Covers    1948 Back Covers 

 
For 1948 the front covers usually had a red box as background for the Esso logo and 
map title.  The back cover that was printed for most 1948s was totally redesigned.  
Remember that the 1947 back cover sometimes appeared. 
 



1946-1948, cont. 
 

 
1948 Long Island 

 
This map, along with the 1948 New York City map, used the 1947 format for both the 
front and back.  There may have been others.  The Long Island map, even though 
dated at 1948, had a GD (General Drafting) code for 1947.  The New York City had no 
GD code. 
 



1949 
 

 
  1949  Front Covers     1949 Back Covers 

 
All of the 1949s issued used a full-cover piece of artwork.  They usually had no border 
whatsoever (an exception is shown later).  The back cover was changed to show an 
attendant giving directions—using an Esso map, of course, that had a smaller 
rendering of same scene as the full-sized. 
 



1949, cont. 
 

 
 1949A       1949B 

 
The Central/Western US and Southeast US 1949 regionals shared the same picture as 
shown above.  This Northeast US 1949A issue is the only 1949 map seen so far that 
had any border; all others had the drawing the entire way to all front edges.  The A 
issue also used the gas station back cover that was used primarily in 1947.  Note that 
the GD code for the A map was 249 and the B map was 349.  Possibly the A issue was 
a misprint. 



1950-1959 
 

 
1950 New York City 

 
The New York City map used the both the 1949 front cover and back cover format.  It 
is the only one seen as of yet.  There may be others. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1950 Front Covers    1950 Back Covers 

 
From 1950 through 1959 (other than exceptions such as the previously-shown New 
York City) all of the Esso maps had a scenic cover with a solid red background at the 
top of the picture.  However, the size of the red portion and the placement of the Esso 
logo and its size varied by the year, along with other minor format changes.  As 
mentioned earlier, most years had a back cover that was exclusive to that year. 

The red portion was small with 
the logo at the very top.  The title 
of the map was in black.  
 
The "Road Map with Pictorial 
Guide" banner was only found on 
the 1950s. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1951  Front Covers    1951 Back Covers 

 
The red portion at the top was much larger with the Esso logo somewhat below it.  The 
map title was printed in white lettering and the "Road Map with pictorial Guide" text was 
moved. 
 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1952  Front Covers     1952 Back Covers 

 
The red portion at the top was made smaller with the Esso logo on top of it, essentially 
the same as the 1950.  The map title was again in black lettering but now with the 
"Road Map with pictorial Guide" underneath.  Only the 1952s had a small text box 
containing the picture's caption. 

 

 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1953 Front Covers     1953 Back Covers 

 
All 1953 maps used the same front cover art shown above, whether state, region, or 
city, the picture of the attendant using an Esso map to assist the travelers.  The back 
cover format was the same for all maps, too. 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
  1954 Front Covers     1954 Back Covers 

 
The 1954 maps used the drawing shown above on all front covers, whether state, 
region, or city.  The front cover format was altered somewhat from the 1953 issues.  
The most noticeable change is that this year was the first issue where a white box was 
left uncolored for a local station to stamp its name and address. 

 

Place for local 
stations' information. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1955-56 Front Covers 

 
The maps dated 1955-56 had a number of significant changes from the 1954s.  The 
covers again had historical or scenic drawings appropriate for the area covered like the 
examples shown above, but the Esso logo became smaller and it was located below 
the title area.  The title and accompanying information were printed in all white and the 
box for a station stamp had a red border.  Captions for the pictured scenes were 
printed in black. 

Smaller logo. 
 
Caption in black. 
 
Red border around blank. 
box. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
 1955-56 Back Covers   1955-56 Most Common Backs 

 
Several back covers appeared for the 1955-56 issues.  The cover above right was 
used for most.  There were exceptions for New Jersey and others such as the 
Washington, D.C., shown next. 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1955-56 Back Cover 

 
Like New Jersey, Washington had its own back cover. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1955-56 Eastern United States 

 
There were at least four different printings of the Eastern US for the 1955-56 issue.  
Note how the right hand example, GD code 155, had a lined border around the 
company name.  Later printings looked like the one at the right. 
 
 


