
1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1956-57 Front Covers 

 
From 1956-57 through 1959 nearly all of the maps had the smaller Esso logo touching 
the red portion with white titles and subtitles.  A very few city maps had black subtitles. 
 

Only the 1956-57 
maps had this dark 
blue border edging 
the station stamp 
area. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
Early 1956-57 Back Covers  Later 1956-57 Back Covers 

 
Two different versions of a basically same back cover appeared for the 1956-57 maps.  
Based on GD codes, maps like the example at the left above were usually an earlier 
printing, often with a late 1955 code. 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1957 Front Covers     1957 Back Covers 

 
Pennsylvania above shows the primary difference from the previous year’s maps, the 
border around the station stamp area was back to red.  Most of the 1957s used the 
back cover shown above right, however at least two maps, Washington, D.C. and 
Williamsburg,/Jamestown/Yorktown had special back covers.  Possibly there were 
others printed, also. 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1958  Front Covers 

 
The station stamp area was colored a very light blue with no border, just a red stripe 
along the very bottom of the map.  It did not scan well but is easy to differentiate from 
other years when perused directly. 

 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
 1958 Back Covers    1958 Boston-Cape Cod 

 
Nearly all of the 1958s had the back cover shown above left.  However, the Boston-
Cape Cod Area map had an appropriate, special back cover.  It is assumed that there 
were other city maps with similar backs in 1958. 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1959        1959 

 
The 1959 map fronts had a very similar format to the previous year.  The significant 
differences were changing the station stamp area back to white (uncolored) and 
removing the red stripe at the bottom in favor of a dark blue.  The various regional US 
maps likely shared the same artwork as shown above right. 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
1959 Back Covers    1959 Baltimore 

 
State and regional maps used the back cover shown above left.  As in previous years 
some of the city maps had special backs appropriate for the city mapped. 
 
 
 



1950-1959, cont. 
 

 
 1952 Del/MD/VA/WV   1959 Baltimore and Vicinity 

 
Although regional maps often shared the same front cover art, most state and city 
maps had front covers that were specific to the area mapped.  There was usually a 
different drawing for each year or distinct issues during the same year.  Sometimes, 
however, more than one issue used the same picture as shown above.   In another 
case, the 1950 Southern New England and 1958 Boston and Vicinity (shown 
previously) both pictured Faneuil Hall on their front covers. 



1960 
 

 
1960 Front Covers 

 
The 1960 covers were very distinctive with a blue top border and red title on a white 
background.  This was the only year that Esso used this format. 
 
 
 



1960, cont. 
 

 
 Early 1960 Back Covers  Later 1960 Back Covers 

 
The 1960 maps had two variations for the back covers.  The early version, shown 
above left, had Essoman on the lower right corner and the later version changed the 
image and placed it on the lower left corner.  Note that there can be more than one 
version for a particular map.  For example, Pennsylvania has two of the later format, 
one with a GD code of 260 and another with a GD code of 660.  Note that the maps 
were actually different, with slight changes made as interstates were completed. 
 
 

Usually, but not 
always, a GD 
code for 1959. 
 

Usually, but not 
always, a GD 
code for 1960. 
 



1961-1965 
 

 
 Early 1961 Front Covers Later 1961 and Early 1962 Fronts 

 
Beginning with this year, dating the Esso maps becomes confusing.  Distributors 
wished to keep their maps as current as possible with interstate construction occurring 
at a rapid pace so some maps had more than one version.  The first 1961 issues had 
covers as shown at the left above and were dated simply 1961 on both covers and on 
the legend inside.  The November 1961 issue was only dated on the legend.  
Examples listed as October and December 1961 have also been found.  Depending on 
the particular map, early 1962s could be any of the first few months, often January. 

Two versions of this 
cover found—GD codes 
1060 and 661, yet both 
copyrighted 1960. 

Two versions of this cover 
found—GD codes 1061 and 562, 
yet both copyrighted 1961 (even 
though the 562 code would 
indicate May 1962). 
 



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
 Early 1961 Back Covers      Later 1961/Early 1962 Back Covers 

 
Other than some city maps that had special, appropriate back covers, most of the 
issues looked like one of these.  Beginning in 1961, the GD (General Drafting) code 
was printed on a lower corner of the back cover.  For the issues shown above the 
location was always the lower left corner. 

 

 
 



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
     1961A New York        1961B New York 

 
This first issue of New York had the two different printings as shown above.  Other 
than the GD code change the covers were identical.  The right-hand map—GD code 
461 was updated somewhat.  I-87 showed more of the freeway route under 
construction compared to the previous map printed with GD code 1060.  Although state 
maps with different codes usually showed modifications that is not always the case.  
Washington, D.C. had at least four issues for 1961 but with no discernible changes. 

  



  1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
October 1961 

 
Some of the city maps had an appropriate, specific back cover like the Baltimore 
above.  



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
1961-1962 Miami 

 
Probably the most confusing map to date is the Miami shown above.  The legend dates 
it as a 1961-1962; the GD code was 1061 (October 61); and the copyright date was, 
believe it or not, 1959. 
 



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
Late 1962 and Early 1963 Front Covers 

 
Late 1962 saw the introduction of this format, a white background with very small red 
borders at the top and bottom. 
 

 
 



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
Late 1962 and Early 1963 Back Covers 

 
The states and regions usually used this back cover, however, cities again often had 
special covers appropriate for the area mapped. 

The GD code was 
relocated to the 
lower right corner. 



1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
Late 1963/Early 1964 Fronts    Late 1964/Early 1965 Fronts 

 
From late 1963 on through much of 1965, Esso went back to a format similar to the 
ones used in the 1950s.  The font change is the only notable difference between these, 
although the ovals surrounding the logo are sometimes thicker in the later issues. 



 1961-1965, cont. 
 

 
Late 1963/Early 1964 Backs    Late 1964/All 1965 Backs 

 
States and regions usually had mileage charts like the ones shown above, the chart 
specific to the area mapped.  Addition of the slogan and tiger logo was the major 
difference between the two issues.  City maps each had a special back cover. 


