Special Event Road Maps
By Mark Greaves (#39)

When Dave Leach suggested the theme of special event maps in the last issue of the
Legend, my first thoughts were of the many World's Fair maps that have been issued
over the years, most notably for the 1933 Century of Progress in Chicago, the 1939
World's Fairs in New York and San Francisco, and the 1965 World's Fair in New
York. 1 probably have a couple dozen maps issued by various oil companies for these
events. However, I thought it might be more fun to share a few of the more unusual

"special event" maps in my collection.

The first two share a common theme, marking the anniver-
sary of the oil company which issued the map. I have one
which Conoco put out for their 100th anniversary in 1975.
One side of this map features a nice color reprint of an 1875
map, "Watson's New Railroad Map of the United States."
There is also a brief history of Conoco featured along the
margins. On the reverse side is Rand McNally's 1975
"Interstate Highway Map of the United States" which fea-
tures natural and historic points of interest. The cover of
this map follows the old vs. new theme, with an old photo
of a Conoco petroleum truck servicing the Spirit of St.
Louis on one side, and a modern offshore oil rig on the
other. The size of this map is a bit unusual, at 6" x 10.5"
folded.

anniversary of that company in 1961. As with most Standard
Oil of Kentucky maps, this one is by General Drafting. It fea-
tures two maps, as described on the cover: "A road map of
America's newer, safer highways" and "A pictorial map show-
ing how oil products have made life easier, more secure."

Another type of special event map that has been issued by mul-
tiple oil companies over the years is a Boy Scout Jamboree
map. However, I have only one in my collection, issued in
1957 by Sunoco for the Jamboree in Valley Forge, Pennsyl-
vania from July 12 to July 18. It has a generic Rand McNally

| map of metropolitan Philadelphia on one side, but features a
very detailed map of the Valley Forge grounds on the other,
with the area for each state's scouts marked. This is an exam-

ple of a road map that would be sought by more than one type of collector. In addition
to us road map collectors, I would imagine that collectors of Boy Scout memorabilia
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What's happening in the world of road
maps? Have you found something special
that you would like to tell us about? Or
show a picture? Your contributions are
welcome!

Thanks to the contributors of prose or im-
ages for this issue. Welcome Mark
Greaves as a semi-regular contributor... he
tells me it was much easier to write an arti-
cle than he expected. Of course... we love
maps so writing about them isn't exactly a
term paper!
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would find this map of interest.

The next map I have to share doesn't necessar-
ily commemorate a specific special event.
However, it certainly could be used for that
purpose, Itis a 1966 Shell map, entitled
"Hurricane Tracking Chart." It has a map of

the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico, including

the Southeastern United States, by H. M. Gou-
sha. This is a very uncluttered map, primarily
showing cities and boundary lines, along with 1
degree grids of latitude and mwrmrg—re
longitude in the water ar- ¢ foue ‘
eas. The idea is that you ’{:, ~
: " would track a specific hur- }{9’?7 m’:k"’:";"é': -
ricane on the map, along with pertinent cpegom o Ghsnan
information such as date/time, wind speed, B
pressure, etc. in a chart below. The reverse &
side includes all sorts of information about
hurricanes. Most map collectors prefer
clean, unused maps in their collections, but
this is one case where it would be more
interesting to have one that had been
marked on. Wouldn't it be great to have
this map, where someone had charted the
course of a famous hurricane, such as
Camilie in 19697 Mine unfortunately has
not been used for its intended purpose.

Finally, I have a map issued by Squibb for the American Medi-
cal Association's annual meeting in San Francisco in June of
1958, It is actually quite an attractive map, featuring a perspec-
tive view of San Francisco with lots of little cartoon characters
here and there. The map was drawn by Don Bloodgood in
1954, for Visitor's Map Guides, Inc. It also features a welcome
letter from Herb Caen ("Mr. San Francisco"), who refers to the
city as Baghdad-by-the-Bay. T bet that comparison isn't used
much any more! This isn't the sort of map that I normally col-
lect, and I'm not even sure why I have this one - most likely

it came along with a pile of other maps that I bought. I can
only wonder how many other maps for specific conventions and
meetings are out there!

PRESIDENT'S VIEWS
Richard Horwitz (#314)

A new Membership Directory is being prepared. It will be in-
cluded with your next issue of the Legend. Please help us up-
date the database. If any corrections are needed to your name,
address, phone number, e-mail address and collecting interests,
please send that information to RMCA Vice President Matt
Alberts, 407 N. Yale Ave., Arlington Heights, IL 60005. E-mail
is best: mda@roadmaps.org. Deadline is July 15. Same for
membership renewals -- renew by July 15 in order to be in-
cluded in the new directory.

The RMCA annual meeting and swap meet will be Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 13-14, 2002. Friday: Room-to-room trading at
the Amerihost Inn, 7813 Indianapolis Blvd., Hammond, Ind. (I-
80 exit 2S). There will be a buffet dinner at the hotel. Saturday,
Sept. 14, 2002. Map Expo and Annual Meeting at Lincoln Cen-
ter, 2450 Lincoln Ave., Highland, Ind. Set-up begins at 8 a.m.
Swap meet starts at 9 a.m. (Box lunch) Annual meeting starts
about | p.m. Frank Brown will be guest speaker, He is the only
person known to have held management positions at all of the
"big three" -- General Drafting, H.M. Gousha and Rand
McNally -- since joining the map business right out college in
the 60s. He'll offer personal insights to the golden days of map
publishing and talk about the relationship with oil companies
and the end of the free road map. Mr. Brown, who lives in the
Chicago area, is currently with Universal Maps. A registration
form is in this issue of the Legend. Early registration deadline is
Aug. 31, but it's not too early to save those dates!

Close To Home by John McPherson

closstohome®ucomics.com 2~

RAND MCNALLY

MAP- FOLDING
RESEARCH CENTER

“Walch!l Three folds left, two tolds up, one foid
down, two folds at a 57-degree angle ... 'm
tellin' ya, it's beautifull No one can ever refold it!"

Reprinted by permission



Esso Non-Road Maps Issued Before 1960
By Stan DeOrsey

Esso possibly issued more non-road maps than any other oil company, even continuing into the Exxon era. Interestingly, associated
companies (Humble, Carter. etc.) did not issue similar maps, although once Enco was created most if not all were also issued with
the Enco logo. A few were unique to overseas affiliates. The maps discussed in this article were drafted by General Drafting. Re-
member, these are NOT road maps. A future article may cover the odd road maps and many cruising guides which are also not in-
cluded.

i

The first special map was Map of the Principal Events in the Life of George Washington issued in 1932 for
the nationally celebrated bicentennial of his birth. Copies were issued with either the Standard Oil of New
Jersey or Standard Oil of Pennsylvania name (but not the name “Esso™). None were issued for Colonial
Beacon or Standard Oil of Louisiana. The map itself is a pictorial map of the area from New York to Geor-
gia, plus some insets. A deluxe unfolded edition on thick glossy “special paper™ could be purchased for $1.

Another odd map is the Airway Map, New York - Newark - Washington also issued in 1932. I do not know
why this map was issued and would be pleased if others know anything about it. I speculate that it may
have been given to passengers flying the company plane pictured on the cover. The map is a strip map from
New York to Washington, D.C. with text explaining what can be seen,

ARD Ot COMPANY LM
OF WEW JERAEY

- Next was a set of maps issued during World War II. The first War Map was issued in 1942 and reprinted
multiple times with at least two different back covers. It features a world map with drawings and slogans on
. the back. It was issued, like other oil company war maps, to promote the company image during a time of
I minimal driving and discontinuance of normal road maps. The second map, War Map II, featured “the
¢  World Island” -- Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific on one side with Europe and North Africa on the
- other. It was issued in 1943. This map was reprinted in 1944 with a yellow band across the cover labeled
®  “Invasion Edition” -- the World Island side was retained but central and northern Europe replaced the back
side. Lastly, War Map IlI was also issued in 1944 featuring the western Pacific with southeast Asia on one
side and Japan and many Pacific Islands on the other. A flyer says 7 men worked 9 months on this map, the first Esso map printed in
6 colors. All these maps were available through Esso stations, They are very colorful and well done.

In 1945 and for some years after, Esso produced a Pictorial Map of The Americas featuring The Pan American Highway. This is one
of many pictorial maps and was issued many times for distribution by various Latin American affiliates, in Spanish, Portuguese, and
English. The map is mostly small pictures with very few roads beyond the Pan American Highway. It was also distributed by Esso
Educational Services and possibly by some US stations.

One of the more unusual maps is New England Airport Map, prepared for the New England Conference of State Aviation Officials
and published by Colonial Beacon Oil Co. in April 1947. It is black and white only with one side of all New England showing all
airports and the back a directory of services, and grades of fuel for each. Drafting is not credited. but it is not by General Drafting

In 1949, Creole of Venezuela issued a map describing the history and life of Simon Bolivar. It was reprinted NabA BIATORIGO

in 1953 and 1957 for Creole and in 1952 for Esso Columbia. The 1949 cover shows Bolivar on horseback DE LA VIDA DE
while all reprints show his head across a double size cover (no back cover). The map shows his exploits in g{ =
northwest South America plus travels to Europe on the cover side. The text is in Spanish except one Creole Vel g
reprint is in English. 3 Tere

Here is another really odd map, World Wide Bunkering Service. This is a one-sided world map showing
ports and services available to ocean going ships. It was contained in a pocket of a hard bound book, Esse
International Bunker Guide, published by Esso Export Corp. The book contains nearly 200 pages of details
such as tide range and mean low water to services via barge or pipeline at world wide ports. I believe it was
first issued in the late 40's and continued thru the mid 50’s, but it may have been earlier and later.

A Picture Map of the United States was distributed in 1953 by the Public Relations Dept. Primarily for
school use. It was a map of the full US with many pictorial images. As would occur with other General
Drafting maps, this map base was used quite extensively by GD for various clients, In both 1936 and 1962
Esso had issued similar, but different, US pictorial maps backing a US road map.

AREOLE SETRNAEE N TORRORATION
L

Esso ran a program to encourage repeat service station business by allowing each station to maintain a mail-

{Continued on page 4
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ing list of key customers who were sent the Esso Gift of the Month. 1do |
not know how many years this program ran but it seems to have started |
in the mid to late 50’s and ran to the early 60’s. Some of the gifts were

maps and others were various plastic items from salt and pepper shakers SE T e ) Az -
to bottle caps and jar openers, etc. The maps can be identified by the E&L

customers mailing address printed on the map and the mailing permit ) FO"IIOTOE a“go [egends
indicator. The following maps may have been issued under this pro- S\ L ur lllm'y
gram: . 8 3 With & guide 1 the Tressute of Amencana

e Vacation Ideas, 1955 - a trip planning road map of the US and a map

of historic routes (Oregon Trail, etc.)

* Convention and Election Guide, 1956 - US map of territorial growth &8

backed by tables to track the election results. A similar map was is-
sued in 1960 titled Your Country and You but with historic routes

added over the territorial growth map. (In 1964 a totally different

booklet was issued)

A 1962 Esso Gift of the Month

e Know Your World, Oct. 1958 - Esso Reporter World News Map. The same World map was reis-

SEER N Y 4 sued one sided for the Exxon Travel Club in 1980.
' o Folklore and Legends of Our Country, 1962—US road map on one side with listings of the various
| legends and actual historic sites. The other side contains an artistic map of the US with drawings ranging
© from the New Jersey Devil to Johnny Appleseed.

i The 350th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown, Va. occurred in 1957. A map, Life in Colonial

@ America, was issued and distributed through service stations. It may also have been used in the above Gift

of the Month program. The map was reissued twice -- in 1958 by the Educational Division with West-

N ward Expansion (back of 1960 Your Country and You above) on the cover side replacing 9 reproductions

Growth of the United States.

i oS g Drep |

of historic maps, and in 1976 under the Exxon logo with the title The Colonization of America & The

i Also in 1957 for the 75th anniversary of Standard Oil, Qil in America, a pictorial story of the Petroleum
®\ Industry in the US appeared as a pictorial US map with text on the back. This map does not appear to

) %?wr : ,'1 have been distributed through service stations although it is folded to normal map size. The same map
A e was used by KySO in 1961 under the title Souvenir Map 75 Years of Oil Progress, which was distributed

it
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by their stations. KySO backed their version with a US highway map.

5 Additionally in 1957 Esso sponsored a Map of Colleges and Universities in the US for the American As-

sociation of University Women. The map is split eastern US on
one side, western on the other and simply shows cities with an in-
dex of colleges. A similar map of Junior Colleges was also issued
by GD but NOT by Esso.

NEW BRIDGES MAP

An interesting special map comes from the city by the bay. The
opening of the Golden Gate Bridge and the Oakland Bay Bridge
was an incredible event. Standard of California probably handed
these out by the thousands of these little pocket guides telling
about the bridges with access maps. Kevin
Walsh sent along the images.

THE NEW
BRIDBGES




Special Maps
By Dave Leach

There have been a few discussions regarding what sort of maps may be accepted for the Branded Road Maps project. . Itis hard to
disagree that Road Map Collectors Association means in fact road maps, not historic maps, aeronautic charts, etc. But for many of
us, we are map collectors, not just road maps, and in the world of petroliana maps, there are quite a few which are not road maps.

Competition among oil companies for the best maps. wasn’t always a raging debate, but some companies obviously had competition
in mind, Esso. with its tie to General Drafting claimed to have the best maps. Conoco’s Touraide travel service certainly did some-
thing that no one could top. I'm sure that even customers of other brands stopped by to fill out a request card for those wonderful
binders filled with maps, attraction, lodging and camping information and more. Some companies issued maps of many cities in
addition to the state and regional maps. But what really indicated both a desire to compete and to provide a public service were the
special maps. These could be maps of a national or state park or recreation area, World's Fair or other exhibition or fair maps, maps
for Olympic Games or other sporting events. Other special genres include the World War II maps and similar; commemorative maps
Civil War Centennial, US Bicentennial, etc.

The color sheet focuses on the Olympic Games theme. The reverse side has photos of a wide variety of special issue maps The
Olympic maps are of two types. They are either related to the games themselves, showing event locations, the best routes, etc. or the
cover of the map is of the Olympic theme since the games were held within the area covered by the map.

I once found myself short of cash near the end of a long day at a car show. A vendor had a map rack filled with several maps from
Signal Gas, including a map of the 1939 San Francisco World’s Fair, and a Diamond map for the 1932 Olympics at Los Angeles.
Faced with this choice, I chose the Signal map. It was the first map I'd ever seen of that Expo, and I love Expo maps. It wasn'ta

commmemensre  200d choice. Isaw several of the Signal maps in the years since, but only about a year ago did I finally find the
Mﬂm Stadium Diamond map. The Diamond map seemed odd to me since there were no Diamond stations anywhere close to Los
. Angeles. But here’s where the map competition comes in to play. Diamond could advertise that they had this map
~ so people traveling to the games from the eastern and central states could of course stop at a Diamond station to get
~ their copy.

Some of the Olympic maps featured on the color page are simply Olympic themed covers of the regular map: 1932

~ Standard of California; Esso Finland; Esso Italy are a few of these. Most are at least maps of the city showing the

various event venues. The most interesting Olympic maps were designed specifically for the event, much like the
World's Fair maps, with detailed maps, event listings and maybe some illustrations.

FLEET-WING
Remember the slogan, “at the sign of the Chevron, we take better care of your car”? Well, in at MAR oF
~ least one instance it could have been “under the sign of the Chevron we play baseball”. The new NEW YORK
Mo == Anaheim Stadium had a very high scoreboard structure with a halo on top. Half way up was a iy s
m"“v""—' large Chevron. A map was issued by Chevron pointing out to find the stadium look for the Chev- i
ron sign. A regional and city map were included as well as a map of the stadium site. Rand oy

McNally issued a series of baseball maps, in my collection I have one from the Baltimore Orioles at Memorial Sta-
dium and one from Camden Yards. These are a few of the rare road map/baseball collectible crossovers.

From the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair on, oil companies were involved in helping customers navigate to the Expo site
and often find their way around the grounds. Barnsdall Oil Company were always red white and blue with one ex-
ception... the 1933 World’s Fair map which was in full color. - INDEPENDENT o o |

An interesting pair of maps for the 1939 New York World's Fair come from Fleet-Wing. One, issued by the parent company, con-
tains a map of the metro area showing the best routes to the fairgrounds, with a couple insets of the bridges and tunnels. The other
looks about the same except that it was issued by the Pennsylvania Independent Oil Co., former operator of Pennico service stations,
but a Fleet-Wing jobber in 1939. Their map contains the same insets as the other, but also a map of the region from eastern Pennsyl-
vania to the Newark/Jersey City area. Routes are marked from all of the towns with Pennico/Fleet-Wing stations.

By the time that the next world's fair was held in New York, 1964-1965. the Interstates were being built and people were traveling
like never before. The fair was crowded and people had to wait in long queues to gel into any major exhibit. Shell issued two maps
for that fair, a regular metro map with a map of the grounds, and a unique map showing walking time to get around the grounds.

In 1992, the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus arriving in the “New World”, both the summer Olympiad in Barcelona and
Expo ‘92 in Seville, were held in Spain. Campsa, one of the large Spanish oil companies, published a guidebook for those two cities
as well as Madrid. The guide includes maps as well as information about the ¢vents, points of interest, elc.
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