FIRST CROSS COUNTRY CAR TRIP

Imagine setting off on a cross-country car trip without a
map. Image setting off without a road. It was a century
ago that a man began a trip that would ignite the nation's
passion for cars. Watch for a PBS television special this
fall; here is the story, reprinted by permission from the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. By MIKE TONER

A hundred years ago, an intrepid Vermont doctor, Horatio
Neison Jackson, embarked on a cross-country odyssey
that marked the dawn of something really big in American
history -- driving. Two months and 5,600 miles after he
left San Francisco on a $50 bet, Jackson, his mechanic
and a bulldog named Bud rolled into New York in a two-
cylinder, open-top Winton touring car. They were hailed
as national heroes. It was the first time anyone had
crossed the country in a motor car. Through mudholes
and buffalo wallows Jackson motored that summer of
1903 across a crucial divide of American history. A hun-
dred years before, Lewis and Clark had begun the first
trek across the country. Their expedition took them 2 1/2
years. A century after Jackson's motor journey, everyone
would be doing it, at 70 mph. When Jackson began his
trip on May 23, 1903, the United States had 150 miles of
paved roads. It had a president, Theodore Roosevelt,
who had ridden in a car only twice in his life. There were
about 8,000 horseless carriages and 14 million horses in
the United States. Today, Americans have 170 million
cars -- and a landscape transformed by gas stations,
smog, gridiock, drive-through banks and billboards. A
hundred years after Horatio Jackson's epic journey, most
of the world remembers 1903 for man's first powered
flight, not America's first transcontinental road trip. Dayton
Duncan wants to rectify the oversight. Duncan, author of
seven books about American history, stumbled across
Jackson's trail a decade ago in Kansas while doing re-
search on sparsely settled regions of the country. In-
trigued, he pitched the idea to friend and filmmaker Ken
Burns, whose landmark public television documentaries
on the Civil War, baseball and jazz were changing the
way Americans learmned their history. Burns was skeptical.
Not enough material to support a film, he said. So Duncan
kept digging -- and eventually tracked down scrapbooks,
letters, photographs and clippings that enabled him to
change Burns' mind. Duncan's book, "Horatio's Drive," will
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EpIToR’s NOTES
Dave Leach

Yes, this issue is a bit later than usual, and with the addi-
tion of the ballot, and important member survey, this issue
doesn’t have as much map content...

Please fill-out the survey, and the ballot on the reverse
side, and send it in to us.

I would like to try to set a theme for upcoming issues -

the issue numbers may be reversed depending on contri-
bution offers:

(Continued on page 3)
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be published by Alfred A. Knopf in July. A public television documentary on the journey, which Burns calls "the first chap-
ter in our nation's great romance with the road," will air later this year. Duncan, who confesses to his own passion for
long drives in his Chevrolet Suburban, developed an instant affection for the nation's first road warrior. "l love this guy,"
he says. "At a time when travel like this was unheard of, this guy traveled across the 19th-century landscape of America
with what would become one of the most influential instruments of the 20th century.” In 1903, the average American
traveled about 1,200 miles in the course of a lifetime, mostly by foot. A century later, Americans typically travel 12,000
miles a year by automobile alone. "Anyone who has ever spent any time crossing the nation by car can recognize Jack-
son's road trip as the template for all American road trips that followed," Duncan says. "l would have loved to have been
there in the front seat with him." Auto a novelty in 1903 Thanks to numerous photos and detailed letters the 31-year-old
Jackson wrote to his wife in Vermont, Duncan'’s history of "Horatio’s Drive" is almost as good as riding shotgun on what
some dubbed "the mad doctor's" cross-country drive. In 1903, the automobile was still a cantankerous novelty, a rich
man's toy, suitable for short trips and nothing more. Two previous attempts to cross the country in horseless carriages
had ended in abject failure. But Jackson succeeded as much because of his dogged determination as his car -- a 20-
horsepower model that was one of 850 made that year by the Winton Motor Carriage Co. of Cleveland. Top speed was
30 mph, but on the rutted wagon roads and dirt paths that Jackson drove, speed was seldom an issue. Highway signs
didn't exist. Neither did road maps. Or gas stations. Or emergency road service. They crossed rivers on railroad trestles.
The tire that blew out after the first 15 miles of the journey was only the beginning of the challenges. When the spare
blew, Jackson and his mechanic, 22-year-old Sewall Crocker, wrapped the wheel in rawhide and rope and motored on.
When the tires overheated, they cooled them in streams. And motored on. In California, they were forced to pay a $4 toll
to travel "a bad, rocky mountain road.” They bought their gasoline at hardware and mercantile stores. In Oregon, they
had to pay a merchant $3 a gallon and wait for a stagecoach to deliver parts and supplies. Broken down, they had a
cowboy tow them to the nearest ranch with his horse. In Idaho, Jackson and Crocker adopted a bulldog they named
Bud, who delighted in riding in the front seat, wearing a pair of driving goggles. Jackson noted that he was the "one
member of our trio who used no profanity on the entire trip." "We are spending most of our time trying to get out of water
and mudholes," Jackson wrote his wife from Wyoming. Most of his letters home also contained what author Duncan
sees as Jackson's mantra. "The worst is over," he would repeatedly write his wife. But it wasn't. Problems plagued trip
(Continued on page 3)
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They were repeatedly delayed by mechanical break-
downs. They got stuck in wagon ruts and stranded by
washouts. They had to use a block and tackle to winch
themselves out of mudholes 17 times in one day. Some
days, far from civilization, they ran out of food. In one
town, Jackson pawned his watch for spare cash. At rail-
road stations, he would fire off a telegram for supplies and
parts and then wait for them to be delivered. Each misad-
venture, however, only seemed to stiffen Jackson's re-
solve. "l will bring my car through to New York if it takes a
leg," he wrote his wife. "The worst is over." As word of
Jackson's epic journey spread, he began to draw crowds.
In Cheyenne, Wyo., he gave a talk to 200 people. In one
Nebraska town, the trio blew through town without stop-
ping, prompting the newspaper to report that
“disappointment was keen" among the assembled towns-
folk. As the land grew flatter and the roads improved, the
trio made better time. The East was friendlier to the ma-
chines that would soon rule the roads. They made it from
Chicago to Cleveland in only three days. Five days later,
on they drove, unnoticed, into Manhattan at 4:30 a.m. and
had to honk their horn to wake up the night clerk at a ho-
tel on 30th Street. The trip had lasted 63 days, 12 hours
and 30 minutes. Media hail journey By the next day,
newspapers gushed with reports about Jackson's arrival,
his "mud-besmirched and travel-stained vehicle" and his
“thrilling dash over roadless country.” "Most people had
never even ridden in an automobile. To go more than
5,000 miles in one was unheard of," Duncan says. "This
was a moment right at the hinge of history." There had
been hints, of course, of what the age of the automabile
might bring. The first fatality -- a 68-year-old pedestrian --
was run over by an electric car in New York City in 1899.
And on returning home later in the year, Jackson was
stopped in Burlington, Vt., and fined $5 for exceeding the
city's speed limit of 6 mph. But most of the now-familiar
trappings of a nation on wheels still lay in the future -- the
first driver's license (in Denver in 19086), the first service
station (Standard Oil Co. of California, in Seattle, 1907),
the first mile of concrete roadway (1908 in Kansas), the
first Indy 500 (1911, winning speed 74.7 mph), the first
free road maps (Gulf Qil Co. in 1913) and the first Burma
Shave signs (1926 in Minnesota). But two other events in
1903 would prove far more important to the future than
Horatio Jackson's pioneering road trip. Later in the year,
the Wright brothers weuld usher in a century of aviation
that would shrink the world and, among other things, en-
able men to go driving on the moon. To a nation soon
driven to drive, however, the most far-reaching event
came when 40-year-old Henry Ford opened a factory in
Detroit to turn out a small, lightweight automobile. It came
in one color, black. But it sold for an astonishingly low
$850 - less than a third of what Jackson had paid for his
handmade Winton. By the millions, Americans discovered
that they could afford wheels -- and soon discovered they
couldn't afford to be without them. Americans now drive
1.5 trillion miles a year. And since Jackson's continent-
spanning drive, 3 million people have died on the nation's
highways. “In terms of the impact on everyday life, | think

the automobile was more important than the airplane,”
Duncan says. "It found a special resonance in the United
States. It gave us the feeling of mobility and freedom that
we crave so much. You drive down a road. And you
choose for yourself which way to go -- left or right.”
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#25 Scenic cover art. Color sheet will feature original
Chevron artwork. We will need articles and photos about
maps with artist created scenic covers... from the 20’s
KYSO maps through the Shell watercolors... and don't
forget foreign and official examples.

#26 Maps from various publishers. We will need contri-
butions about those smaller publishers. Dave Cole has
contributed a fine article to start things off. Please let me
know which publisher or publishers you will write about.
And we will need images for a color sheet.

Deadlines are end of the month:
#25-DEC  #26-FEB  #28-MAY #29-AUG

We Get Letters...

From lan Byrne:

“I note that you managed to find space for my short piece
on Skylark in the quarter's Legend, which arrived to-
day...but gave the by-line to Judy! | know | quoted some
of her findings from her map postcard, but is there a
house rule that no author may contribute more than one
article to an edition?”

Sorry, lan and Judy... | saved the article without noting
who contributed it! By the way: lan’s Legend arrived with
the rubber stamp “Missent to Uganda” So we do go
around the world! (I wonder how many items go by way
of Uganda that such stamps are needed?) - ed.

RMA OkEicERs

President and Treasurer Richard Horwitz
Secretary/Historian Mark Greaves
Webmaster and Registered Agent Jon Roma
Newsletter Editor Dave Leach
Publicity Chairman Charles Neuschafer
Meeting Coordinator Nikki Hemphill
BOARD MEMBERS (2002-2003)

Dick Bloom, lan Byme, Curtis Carroll, Stan DeOrsey, Dave
Leach, Jon Roma, Dave Schul

To join RMCA, send your name, address, phone, e-mail
address, and a short description of your road map collect-

ing interest, to: RMCA PO Box 132 Franklin Park, NJ

08623-0132

Dues are $15. Canada $186, other countries $20. Dues
may be sent via Paypal on the web site to
dues@roadmaps.org

www.roadmaps.org



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
Richard Horwitz (#314)

More than 50 collectors pored through many thou-
sands of maps on 22 tables at the 2003 RMCA An-
nual Meeting and Map Expo on Sept. 20 in Highland,
Ind. The night before, 23 members gathered at the
nearby Amerihost Hotel for room-to-room trading, lots
" of map talk and dinner. The premiere map collectors’

"~ event seems to get better every year. For sure, it
runs smoother every year, thanks to Nikki Hemphill,
Shirley French and Joe Schiesser.

At the RMCA Annual Meeting, Judy Aulik and Walt Wimer
were nominated to the 2004/2005 Board to succeed long-
time Board members Dick Bloom and Dave Schul. A bal-
lot is included in this newsletter. Results and the new offi-
cer slate will be officially announced in the next Legend.

An important change for 2004: the membership has re-
quested a later meeting date. So instead of meeting in
September, the 2004 annual Map Expo will be Oct. 15-16.
Location will be the same: Highland, Ind. Make plans
now to be there -- you won't be disappointed. More infor-
mation will be in future newsletters and on the RMCA web
site.

As of Sept. 5, we had 214 active members (it is up to 232
now: several new members and renewals from lapsed
members), and the treasury stood at $1,518.82, which
includes most but not all the meeting expenses.
Digging... The Board has initiated a survey to determine
the members' interests and needs and for plan-
ning the club's direction. Please look for the sur-
§ vey in this newsletter -- and return it with your
ballot as soon as possible.

Discussing
maps...what
else?

Bartering.... Thousands of maps

What year is
this map?



SHOW MAPS AT THE EXPO

It was suggested that collectors attending the RMCA Map Expo bring a
few of their premier maps to show to other collectors. A variety of
great maps were displayed. Here are a some of them.

Gary Spaid brought some of his excellent maps for the rest of us to enjoy...
wisely he had them in vinyl sleeves!! Here are two of Gary's maps from Major
Gasoline, Oil Dealers, Inc., Hammond IN and Palacine Products, Wirt Franklin
Petroleum Corp. Ardmore, OK.

" Atfew of Al Eastlund's maps include a Socony map of the Shanghai region of
China in the 30's; Amlico map of AR/LA/MS; Panhandle city map of Wichita
Falls, TX; and a Productos Sinclair, Pierce Oil Co. S.A. map of Mexico.

+ Walt Wimer had some of his excellent collection of small independents and

private brands; Penn-Aire, Refiners Pride, and Producers Oil Co, of Dayton,
OH

‘5. Dave Leach displayed a mid-thirties Rotary Gas Gardens map of NY, 1923
Go-Gas map of NJ, 1955 Petrol Ofisi (a Caltex affiliate) map of Turkey, and an
Atlantic map of the northem region of Brazil.
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