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ROAD ATLASES THE COMPAss
By Stan DeOrsey (jsmd@att.net) C. A. Eddy from 1936 Gilmore map
This is the first of a regular column dealing with all as- Road Allases page 1
pects of road atlases. While | expect to deal mostly with Editor's Notes page 1
United States road atlases, | will touch on others from  Back Issue List pages 3-6
time to time. The focus will be more on the drafting com- President's Place page 7
panies and the uniqueness of their maps, and less on ol BP ltaly page 7
companies which may have distributed an atlas, although RMCA Officers page 8
oil company sponsors will be mentioned when appropri-  More on the Early Sinclair Map page 8
ate. Cartographers color insert
Perhaps a good way to start is to revisit the term *road
atlas.® It has long been credited to Pratt's, a fpITOR’S NoTEs
"spirits” (gasoline) brand of

P LgencRne). een Dave Leach

the Anglo-American Oil Co.,
Ltd,, headquartered in Lon-
don, as the first company to
use this term. They sold
Pralt's Road Atlas of England
and Wales, for Matorists, plus
a second Road Atlas of Scol-
land and Ireland. The set of
two small atlases (5 x 85
inches, 110+ pages, tile for-
mat, full color, drafting by
George Philip & Son, Ltd,,
roads nol classified bul two
different line wadths used),
were published in 1905, with
subsequent revisions well into
the 1920s. Within the past
few years i was discovered
that they actually published
an atlas in 1904, but this one was slightly different and
whether the title includes the term "road atlas® has yet to
be accurately determined, although | assume it did.

However, another contender is & Road Atlas of Massa-
chusetts and Rhode Island, published by the Scarborough
Co, of Boston, also In 1805. While the title clearly states
‘road atias” the format is not what might be expected.
The hard cover is actually a hard envelope {(15.5 x 14.5
inches) with fiaps which open to reveal six loose sheets
(30 x 28 inches, folded In quarters, very detailed, 2 miles
to the Inch, three colors but no classification of roads), not

Thanks 1o those who contributed o this issue!

Welcome to Stan DeQOrsey as a regular columnist on the
topic of road atlases. I've known Stan since the early
80’s, when he got a group of collectors together and pub-
lished a nice road map collector newsletter, The Baseline,
In addition to atlases, Stan has a fine collection of Gen-
eral Drafting Company maps, particularly Esso.

| will gladly say simiar nice things about others who sign
on o write regular columns, What is regular? Well, ide-
ally that means four issues each year. If we have enough
contributors it isn't necessary to write for every issue,

| fully understand that a contributor may not wish to be
tied to a particular topic, so here's the remedy. Be an “at
large” contributor, or choose a regular topic with the ability
lo stray every so often if a different topic is burning the
keyboard.

Here are some topics... Auto Club Maps, Tire Company
Maps, Foreign Maps, Blazed Trails, Official Highway
Maps, City Maps, Map Publishers, the Map Collecting
Hobby, Polls & Surveys, Member Profiles, Classified Ads,
and many more, Pick your topic before someone eise
deas,.. Upcoming deadlines are:

#30 mid Sept  #31 late Nov. #32 late Feb £33 late May

newsletter@roadmaps.org
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bound in any way to the cover / envelope.
Clearly something difficult to use in an auto-
mobile!

Obviously atiases existed for many years
before 1905, and many maps, including
those in atlases, included roads, but none
have come to light with the term “road atlas”
earlier than the two just mentioned, For ex-
ample, nearly all bicycle maps of the 1890s
were issued in an atias format, but the term
universally used was “road book."

Once the markel for road atlases was shown,
many, though not all, map companies ulti-
mately issued an atlas, and many continue 1o
do so oday. Let me focus at this point only
on United Siates road atlases, those covering
al least the 48 contiguous states. It is not
clear when the first complete United States
road atlas was published, certainly by the
early 1920s. This shouid also be qualified to
state that the atias was intended to focus on roads, a distinction sometimes difficult to determine, As previously stated,
atlases were published showing roads, incidental to their content. The first may have been by the National Map Co., or
maybe by the National Survey Co., or perhaps the Clason Map Co. was first in 1923. While Rand McNally & Co. were
early participants, no full US road atlas is known from them before 1924. | would call these early companies the Plo-
neers.

The Classic US road atlases are those issued from the early 1920s to 1940. The following companies are known to
have issued full US road atlases during this period. In this list, the dates are the starting and ending years for which 48-
state US road atlases are known 10 exist.

Clason Map Co, 1923-1931

George F. Cram Co. 1925-1930

Gallup Map & Supply Co. 1928-1940

H.M. Gousha Co, 1930s7-1996

A.L. Langwith Publishing Co. 1928-1930

George S. Lee & Co. 1931

Mid-West Map Co. 1935-1938

National Map Co. 1920-1931

National Survey Co. [early 1920s, undated)]

L.L. Poates Publishing Co. 1925

Rand McNally & Co. 1924-

Companies which have issued full US road atlases since 1940 are given below. This list is certainly incomplete,
Adams Windus Maps
American Automobile Association
American Map Co,
DelLorme Mapping [1894 only]
Diversified Map Co.
R.R. Denneliey & Sons
General Drafting Co,
H.M. Gousha Co.
C.S. Hammond & Co.
MapQuest
National Geographic Soclety [1960 only)
Rand McNally & Co.
Universal Map

Please send me any updates to these lists if you are aware of other companies or dates
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RMCA NEWSLETTER INDEX, ISSUES 1 - 28

Compiled by Mark Greaves, RMCA historian

#1, Spring 1995

« Welcome letter from founder
Dick Bloom (#1)

+« Members list

Color map sheet: Sinclair 1930~
1960, date codes

#2, Summer 1995

Joint issue with Road Map
Review, a quarterly newsletter
by Gene Herterick (#9). With this
issue, Road Map Review is the
official publication of the RMCA,
and renamed RMCA Newsletter.
Newsletter - 4 pages

« The Conoco Touraide by David
L Cole (#72)

«Ramblin Gene Herterick's trip
to Wyoming

«Mail Bag - member surveys,
IPCA Convention Report,
Columbus, June 1995

«General Drafting Date Codes by
Noel Levy (#138)

eMembers list

Color map sheet: Cities Service
1931-1964; date codes

#3, 1996

Newsletter - 4 pages

«A Brief History of Phillips 66 by
Joel Windmiller (£51)

« New President, Dave Schul (#56)
*RMCA Swap Meet announced
«RMCA on the Internet - RMCA
web site and ROADMAPS-L
e-mail list

«Collector Profile - Mr. Esso,
Sam Mcintyre (#103)

»In Search of the Truth - What
was the first road map?; reviews
of Conoco Collector’s Bible and
Hitting the Road

Members |ist

Color map sheet: Standard Oll
(Kentucky) 1930-64; date codes

#4, Fall 1996

Newsletter - 4 pages
«Starting a Collection of State

*From the President - dues
notice, plans for the year

*First RMCA Meet a Success! -
review of the meet

» Wood River Swap Meet - review
of the meet

»Here and There - review of the
Newberry Library Paper Trails
exhibit tour held in conjunction
with the RMCA swap meet
»Reader Response - question:
*what is the oldest road map?”
«Member list update

Color map sheet: Pure Oil
1927-1969; date codes

#5, Spring 1997
Newsletter - 4 pages

«Who Gave Away the First Free
Road Maps? Part 1 - by Dave
Cole (#72)

«The Officlal Maps Research
Project by Mark Creaves (#39)
*RMCA Goes International -
British member |lan Byrne (#245)
«Swap Meet Corner - General
Petroleum Museum Swap Meet
review, and upcoming events

» The Mystique of Collecting by
Gene Herterick

sMember list

Color map sheet: Wisconsin
Officials 1931-1997.

#6, Summer 1997
Newsletter - 6 pages

«Who Cave Away the First Free
Road Maps? Part 2 - by Dave
Cole (#72)

«From the President - notes
about newsletter editor change,
swap meet registration, member
volunteers

«Past Issues Available

«RMCA Map Show "97 - details
about the upcoming event
«Submissions Wanted! - call for
articles, anecdotes, trivia, etc.
«Roy Reed Gas Bash Report by
Matt Miksovsky (#131)

Meet - announcement
e«Membership Changes and New
sMapmakers Go To War by Larry
Huffman (#146)

«Members list update

Color map sheet: Marathon
1930-1976.

#7/8, Winter 1997-98
(double issue)

Newsletter - 8 pages

«Who Gave Away the First Free
Road Maps? Part 3 ~ by Dave
Cole (#72)

«From the President’s Desk -
introduction of the new editor,
dues, club news, mini-meets
«Greetings from the New Editor
by Larry Wymer (#215)

« The Beginning of General
Drafting Road Maps by Stan
DeOrsey (#76)

eSecond Annual RMCA Meet
Better than the First by Dave
Schul (#56)

s Successful First California Road
Map Meet by Curtis Carroll (#46).
« Portland Gas Bash by Guy
Kudlemyer (#121).

» Upcoming Shows.

o New RMCA Web Site -
“www.roadmaps.org” announced
» The Far Side cartoon.

«Member list update

Color map sheet: Standard Oil
(Indiana) 1926~1979.

Color map sheet: Deep Rock

1924-1980.

#9, Spring 1998
Newsletter - 8 pages

s Foldex Maps - The Ones with
Miracle Folds by lan Byrne (#245)
s Mid-West Maps 1926-1934 by
Dave Cole (#72)

»2nd Mason/Dixon Gas review by
£J. Herterick (#9)

s Member Profiles - ). Windmiller
(#51) and Mark Greaves (¥#39)
«Roadmaps-1 - how to subscribe

«Classified ads are Coming! - . i
Highway Road Maps by Charles  +jpcoming Shows g Upcoming Shows
etsGR o ) sFirst Annual West Coast Map <<< confinued next page >>>
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*RMCA Officers.

*Willy ‘N Ethel cartoon
«Classified Ads
«Member list

Color map sheet: Skelly
1925-1977

#10, Summer 1998
Newsletter - 8 pages

«The Auto Road Map - An
American Landscape by Robert
French (#235)

*Road Map Fact - longest
highway in the United States

e The Berkshire Life Insurance
Company Road Map of 1883 -
The First Free Road Map? by
Dave Cole (#72)

«From the President’s Desk -
“Hints from Heloise” column
«Member Profiles- Scott Oglesby
(#414) and Wayne T. Stitt (#136)
*RMCA Officers

«Ario N. Janis cartoon

«3rd Annual RMCA Swap Meet -
upcoming show

*Mile High *Swap Meet" Club
Event by George Sammeth (#42)
=Upcoming Shows

eWord Search Puzzle - Gas & Oil
Companies~ Robert Collins(#374)
«Classified Ads

*Members list updates

Color map sheet: Richfield
(west coast) 1925-1968.

Volume 11, Fall 1998
Newsletter - 10 pages

*Rand McNally's Auto Road Maps
of 1912 by Dave Cole (#72)

«The Editors Corner

»Heloise is at it Again!!! -
decorating ideas for old maps
*Road Map Fact - quotes from
the 1927 “Rand McNally Atlas”

s Collectors Convene in
California for Successful Map
Meet by Curtis Carroll (#46) -
review of the event

«Club takes New Roads at 3rd
Annual RMCA Meer - review of
the event

sAnnouncing the New RMCA
Board of Directors & Creation of
Club By-Laws

*An Unfortunate but Important
Topic - What Should Happen with

your Map Collection? Donations
e Wanted - Publicity Chairperson
*Reminiscences of Childhood
Road Map Collecting by Bob
Chinello (#351)

e Member Profiles - Bob Wandel
(#223) and Dave Schul (#56)
«Upcoming Shows

» Family Circus cartoon

*RMCA Officers

«Past Issues Available

*Road Map Fact - longest
driveable road in the world
*Maps and More Puzzle by Mike
Ward (#230)

«Classified Ads

Color map sheet: Uncommon
Chevron scenic covers, 1948-68

#11.5, Special Edition
This special edition was put out
in July 1999 to let members
know that the club is still alive
and well, despite the long delay
in issuing the newsletter. It
states that it does not "count” as
a newsletter,

Bulletin - 2 pages

«Schul Stepping Down as
President by Dave Schul (#56)
«Publishers Notes by Joel
Windmiller (#51) - note about
newsletter problems

o West Coast Map Meet by Curtis
Carroll (#46) - call for interest in
California show

«Dates for Annual Swap Meet
Announced by Dave Schul (#56)
*RMCA on the net by Joel
Windmiller (#51)

#12, Fall 1999

Newsletter - 6 pages

= The Road Maps of Standard Oil
Company of California and its
Western Subsidiaries [Part 1] -
by Bob Wandel (#223) Note:
updated version in #13.

*RMCA Meets, Changes Name by
Richard Horwitz (#314) - Swap
meet review; announcement of
new president (Richard Horwitz);
name change to Road Map
Collectors Association
«Jeppesen Maps at New Denver
Airport by Dave Cole (#72)
*Upcoming Shows

*RMCA Officers

= Newsletter Deadline
Classified Ads

Color map sheet: Standard Oil
of California 1923-1978

# 13, January 2000
Newsletter - 8 pages

* The Road Maps of the Standard
Qil Company of California and its
Western Subsidaries - by Bob
Wandel (#223) Note: entire
article, corrects draft version of
part 1 in previous newsletter

« Edjtor’s Notes by Dave Leach
(#8) - Note about Bob Wandel's
article, new name for newsletter
{“the Legend”)

«From the President by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - announcement
of new editor (Dave Leach)
«RMCA Officers

e Treasurer's Report by Mark
Adkinson (#289)

«Word Find - Terry Palmer (#392)
o “See the USA: Automobile Travel
and the American Landscape”
Review of the exhibition by Dave
Leach (#8)

«Classified Ads

eMember list

Color map sheet: New Mexico
Offcials 1929-1967

#14, April 2000

Newsletter - 8 pages

«The Earliest Official State
Highway Maps by Dave Cole (#72)
« Editor’s Notes by Dave Leach
(#8) - guidelines for submissions
«From the President by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Plans for annual
show and meeting

* RMCA Officers

«Road Maps: Their Defenders and
Detractors!- Dave Leach (#8)
includes four map related comics
s Alternate Routes by Thomas
Baird (#327)

» Upcoming Shows

*RMCA Officers

«Conoco's Touraide a Hit With
Travelers by Curtis Carroll (#46)
«Classified Ads

sMember list

Color map sheet: West Coast
independents

<<< continued next page >>>
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#15, Summer 2000
Newsletter - 7 pages

«A Case For The Adoption of a
Map Valuation Description and
Condition Standard by E, Anthony
Colda (#424)

«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
*RMCA Officers

«CalPet Road Maps by Dave Cole
(#72)

*Maps and Movies by Richard
Horwitz (#3 14) - maps loaned as
props for film “Company Man."
sClason Maps In Brief by Dave
Leach (#8) - A few comments
about Clason Midget maps
«Upcoming Shows

Color map sheet: Northeastern
Independents

#16, Fall 2000

Newsletter - 8 pages

«Enco’s Mapmakers by Stan
DeOrsey (#76)

«Editor’s Notes ~ Dave Leach (#8)
= Letter to the Editor by Mark
Creaves (#39) - Rebuttal to E,
Anthony Colda’s article in #15
«President’s View by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - annual meeting
e By-Laws

» Upcoming Shows

*RMCA Officers

Color map sheet: Minnesota
Officials 1925; Rand McNally
Auto Trails ad on back

#17, May 2001

Newsletter - 8 pages

«British American Oll and its Bird
Maps by Richard Horwitz (#314)
sEditor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
«President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (£#314) - Announcement
of Matt Alberts as Vice President
and Mark Creaves as Secretary;
schedule for 2001 meeting

» Beyond the Americas 1904 -
1960 by Tim Nicholson (#432) -
non-North American road maps
«(Almost) Famous Map Owners
by lan Byrne (#245) - A road map
previously owned and inscribed
by composer C. B Rootham
*RMCA Officers

« “Road Maps. The American
Way" Opens at Osher Map

Library - exhibit at the
University of Southern Maine
»First Lord Baltimore Filling
Stations Road Map Swap Meet
and Show by Dave Leach (#8) - A
report on a road map swap meet
put on by Noel Levy

sSwap Meet Calendar
«Classified ads

Color map sheet: B/A Canada
bird cover maps by Lansdowne

#18, Fall 2001

Newsletter - 6 pages
«Mid-West Maps: Suggestions
on Dating by Dave Leach (#8)
sEditor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
«/s THIS The Last ARCO Map? by
Dave Cole (#72) - ARCO road
maps from the 1970s

« President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Report on 2001
RMCA Annual Meeting; appeal
for Classified Ad page editor
«RMCA Officers

*Road maps before the 20th
Century by Ken Brown (#440)
Color map sheet:

Mid-West Map Company

#19, Winter 2002
Newsletter - 7 pages

« Mex Maps by lan Byrne (#245)
e Editor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
questions about newsletter
content and issue deadlines
«President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Report on Board
of Directors election results,
explanation of RMCA renewal
process, notes about 2002
annual meeting and swap meet,
» 3rd West Coast Map Meet -
announcement of upcoming
swap meet in Stockton, CA

*A Response to Dave Cole's
ARCO Map Questions by Dave
Leach (#8) -~ “sheet” maps

... Another Response by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - ARCO maps
*The 1920 lowa Primary Road
Guide by Dave Cole (#72)
Remembering US 112 by Thomas
Baird (#327) - History of US 112
in Michigan

«Swap Meet Calendar

e Mid-West Map Update...
correction to date codes in #18

« STATE MAPS ARE BACK! They're
here-those maps you've been
asking for but be sure you make
every map count! by H. S.
MaclLaggan - reprint of 1953
Shell Marketing Magazine article
«Member Profile: Jim Akerman
(#44)

*RMCA Officers

Color map sheet: Official State
Maps - Bicentennial Issues.

#20, Spring 2002

Newsletter - 6 pages

«Special Event Road Maps by
Mark Greaves (#39)

«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
s President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Announcement
of Membership Directory being
prepared, notes about 2002
annual meeting and swap meet.
«Close To Home comic reprint
«Esso Non-Road Maps Issued
Before 1960 - Stan DeOrsey (#76)
*RMCA Officers

«Special Maps by Dave Leach (¥8)
History of US 112 in Michigan
sAnnual meeting registration
Color map sheet: Special Event
Maps (descriptions on back)
Color map sheet: Olympic
Games (descriptions on back)

#21, Fall 2002

Newsletter - 6 pages

sEsso non-road maps Issued
since 1960 by Stan DeOrsey (#76)
«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
»President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#314) -~ announcement:
Matt Alberts named president,
increase of dues from $10 to S15,
and report on 2002 meeting
«RMCA Officers

*Map Discoveries - Harris Qil
«Scenes from the RMCA Map
Expo 2002 {pictures)

«Go West! Even non-oil-
company maps thought so in the
1920s by Kimberly C. Kowal

«8ill Tilton's (#241) road map
display at the Springfieid, VA
library (picture)

Color map sheet: Esso Special
Marketing Maps,; descriptions

<<< continued next page >>>




#22, Winter 2003
Newsletter - 6 pages

«0dd Esso Road Maps by Stan
DeOrsey (#76)

«Editor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
«Directory Update

s Treasurer's Report

*A Collector’s Guide to Rand
McNally Auto Trails Maps by
Mark Greaves (#39)

«RMCA Officers

sMap Discoveries -'75 Esso USA
«Metro Petro Collectors Show
*Airline Route Maps by Ken
Brown (#440)

Color map sheet: Airline Route
Maps (article on back)

#23, Spring 2003
Newsletter - 6 pages
sKardpak Sectional Auto Trails
Map Set by Mark Greaves (#39)
«Editor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
*RMCA Officers

« Montgomery Ward by lan Byrne
(#245)

*President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#3 14) - Announcement
that Matt Alberts has resigned
as President and webmaster,
and that Richard has resumed
the position of President, with
Jon Roma as webmaster. Notice
about annual meeting.

sMap Discoveries - Skylark, by
lan Byrne (#245) [miscredit Judy
Aulik (#273)

« Nova Scotia Oddity by Ken
Brown (#440) - Notes about a
Nova Scotia official c. 1941
«Maps that have a Little More
Information by Tom Sveum
(#308) - list station locations
«Annual meeting registration
Color map sheet: Gulf citles

#24, Fall 2003

Newsletter - 6 pages

«First Cross Country Car Trip by
Mike Toner (reprinted from the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
themes for the next two issues
and issue deadlines

*We Cet Letters - Correcting
Map Discoveries author in #23
«RMCA Officers

»President’s Column by Richard
Horwitz (#¥314) - Report on the
annual meeting and show
«Show Maps at the Expo - maps
from members’ collections

«Gas Station Maps of Toll Roads
by Dave Leach (#8)

Color map sheet: Northeast
Toll Roads (gas station maps)

#25, Winter 2004
Newsletter - 6 pages

*Road Maps in Cuba by
undisclosed RMCA member
(Mark Greaves, #39)

«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
s Three Finds from 2003 by lan
Byrne (#245)

*RMCA Officers

«Info-Log Post Cards by Alan
Eastlund (#365) - Info-Log post
cards from Gulf Refining
«President’s Column by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Board elections
and officer appointments
*Chicago’s Century of Progress
Exposition by Judy Aulik (#273) -
Road maps from the world's fair
«Gas Station Maps of Toll Roads
by Dave Leach (#8)

«Original Artwork of Chevron
Scenic Cover Series by Curtis
Carrol| (#46)

Color map sheet: Chevron
Scenic Covers, roughs and
finished covers (article on back)

#26, Spring 2004
Newsletter - 6 pages

eSome Little-Known Road Map
Makers by Dave Cole (#72)
«Editor’s Notes - Dave Leach (#8)
s Farewell to Michelin Yellow
Maps by lan Byrne (#245)
«President’s Column by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - survey results
sLetter - from Bob French (#235)
*RMCA Officers

sAnnual meeting registration
Color map sheet: Cartographic
Styles of Different Publishers

#27, Fall 2004

Newsletter - 8 pages

eSpur... History & Maps by Walt
Wimer Jr. (#7)

«Editor's Notes - Dave Leach (#8)

«Keystone - Newcombe Oil by
Alan Eastlund {#365)

«In Memoriam - Gene Herterick
« RMCA Officers

«Grocery Maps - by Judy Aulik
(#273)

= President’s Report by Richard
Horwitz (#314) - Report on Expo
«The Early Sinclair Map by Dave
Leach (#8) - 1918 Sinclair

« Views from the 2004 RMCA Map
Expo - photos & map covers
Color map sheet: Murphy Oil
and Related Companiles.

#28, Spring 2005
Newsletter - 6 pages

*One Decade - Two Big Fairs
(1930s World's Fairs) by Alan
Eastlund (#365)

«Editor's Notes -Dave Leach (#8)
« The World's Fair Decade -
1930's by Dave Leach (#8)
«Members' Best Finds - 2004
C. William Whitworth, Jr (#267) -
1929 Wayco Oil of Michigan;
Walt Wimer (#7) - 1960s Pam
map of the Netherlands;

Mark Creaves (#39) - 1931
Sommers Oil map of Colorado;
Cary Spaid - Two 1950s American
Petroleum maps;

Richard Horwitz (#314) - 19505
Esso map of Lourdes, no title;
lan Byrne (#245) - 1948 Shell
Nautical Atlas of Argentina

» The Maine (Map) Event - in
Portland, ME - announcement
«RMCA Officers

» President’s Views by Richard
Horwitz (#3 14) - Expo, elections
« Favorite Map Cartographer Poll
sAnnual meeting registration
Color map sheet: Century of
Progress Exposition, Chicago,
1933-34; California Pacific
International Exposition, San
Diego, 1935-36 (interior map
details and notes on back)
Color map sheet: Great Lakes
Exposition, Cleveland, 1936;
Texas Centennial Exposition,
Dallas, 1936; Golden Gate
International Exposition, San
Francisco, 1939-40; New York
World's Fair, 1939-40 (interior
map detalls and notes on back)
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PRESIDENT'S PLACE
Richard Horwitz (#314)

In response to many requests, back issues of the news-
letter are now available for ordering by RMCA members.
See pages 3 through 6 of this Issue for the index. In many
cases, copies will have to be made, so please allow up to
four weeks for delivery. Back issues have the complete
newsletter and color sheet(s), but may not always include
exlra inserts such as member directories and meeting
registrations,

We hope you've made plans to join your fellow collectors
for the 10th annual RMCA Map Expo and annual meet-
ing. Fun begins Friday, Sept. 16, with room-to-room trad-
ing at the Amerihost in Hammeond, Ind. Saturday morning
is the map Expo at the Lincoln Center in nearby Highland,
followed by the annual RMCA meeting. If you'll be in the
Chicago area in mid-September, plan to be there. You
could make an excuse to visit a relative in Chicago -
gveryone has one. If you need more information (the
registration form was in Legend 28), contact me at
rhowitz@roadmaps.org or (732) 248-7245, We need your
registration by Aug. 31.

RMCA Board elections are coming up. The slate closes at
the Sept. 17 meeting, with mail voting soon thereafter. If
you are Interested in running for a two-year Board posi-
tion, let me know at rhorwitz@roadmaps.org.

How do you know when it's time to renew? Check your
mailing label on this envelope. If it says "FINAL ISSUE"
you'll know your dues are due.

Al 5 X v @ e
Over 1050 Great Garoliae logor
oL

ia Full Color on 2 large Postew|

There are 2 posters with over 500 historic
and recent logos on each, Gas stations used
to be on every corner, each out to beat the
other... here they compete only for the best
colors & design! eppeovimate

Postors aro printed in high o0 <07

resolution on 24" x36" glossy
stock. Order your sat now,
Only $3& postpaid, in the US,
contact me for other countries.

Sond check or money order to:
Dave Leach - PO Box 2128
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2126

717-236-1413 mapdude@roadmaps.org

Ed@F L

Fo@ml ®Bp

ITALIAN REGIONAL/CITY MAPS
Dave Leach

Anyone who collects foreign maps is probably familiar
with some of the interesting regional maps such as those
published by Shell in France or Aral in Germany. They
were such popular touring items that the entire seis were
sold in nice plastic kits. Not so well-known is a set distrib-
uted by BP in Italy. | discovered it when the BP Touring
Service in Montreal sent me a selection of European
maps in the mid-sixties. The ltalian map had an adver-
tisement for a set of 37 regional maps covering the entire
couniry, | dashed off a letter to the ltalian BP company
asking for the set. Sometimes companies would send the
country map only, stating that detalled maps could be ob-
tained at service stations. This time | was lucky. A pack-
age arrived in the mail in about a week. To my surprise,
there were three colorful, sixties style, vinyl walleis, each
covering a section of Haly in 12 or so maps,

JRALIR, 1 Erimauy | HIREIR

\ - "'
7l -
HEREANN || I h K18 srpand :‘ . h” el LlL

The maps feature a place or two from the region in a
unique artistic style. Each map is named, not for the re-
gion, but for the one or two cities that are mapped on the
reverse of the reglonal magp.

Unlike the Shell and Aral maps, this set does not show
up. | haven't even seen any of the individual maps, so it
remains one of the favorites of my collection.

CANMTA OTTALIA
GANTE D'ITALS

MAF OF ITALY
SANDHARTE YAy

Maps featuring Mount Vesuvius and Lake Como
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MORE ON THE EARLY SINCLIR MAP
Dave Leach

Well, I must say that I'm glad to have been at the right place and right time to purchase the Sinclair map of Chicago that
was mentioned in the Legend #27. The map has generated more than enough comments regarding its actual date, an
interesting discovery about the graphics, and questions about how we examine maps brought in by the public at the
Road Map Expo.

While 1 had heard that this was a 1918 map from a long-time collector who has one of these, there is no date or code,
Clues to the date include comparison of Rand McNally cartographic style with dated examples and use of Sindair logos
and other Sinclair information. Without going Into detail, the map could be dated anytime from 1919 to 1923,

Our eagle-eyed contributor, Dave Cole, made a very interesting discovery. Dave discovered that part of the graphic on
the Sinclair map appears on his Gorman‘s Auto Road Guide, which he described in The Legend #26. If you look closely
at the photos below, from issues #26 and #27, you'll note that the car on the Sinclair map and on the Gorman’s map are
the same. Even though there is space on the Gorman map to show the entire front end of the car, it cuts off at exactly
the same place as on the Sinclair map. There were no revisions to the design, except to replace “Sinclair Power Qils”

; ny g ",, with "Gorman’s Auto Road Guide”.

“ 9 Note that the woman in both cars is looking at a map. And, the
map is the same — the Sinclair map! It contains the pentagonal Sin-
clair station building and the Sinclair Power Qils logo. The Gorman
map is copyright 1924. The pentagonal station was In use by 1918,
since that is the date of a photo in the book, "A Great Name in Oil,
Sindlair Through Fifty Years".

This discovery raises an interesting question. How did a Gorman
and Rand McNally map come to use the same graphic? Had Gor-
man produced the Sinclair map they may have just pulled it from
their files to use on their map. However, since Rand McNally pub-
lished the Sinclair map we have know way of knowing how it was
used on the 1924 Gorman map.
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