
Shell Covers 1934-1975 
 

1934-1939 
 

 
  1934 Front Covers    1934-35 Back Covers 
 
The 1934 maps had Shell written in a thin font.  All 1934s and 1935s had the same 
back cover shown above. 



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
1935 Front Covers 

 
Nearly all 1935s had the date added on the front covers, otherwise they were identical 
to the 1934 issues.  Like the 1934s, they still had the red and yellow triangles on the 
backs. 



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
 1935A Montreal Front Cover  1935B Montreal Front Cover 
 
There was at least this one exception to the usual 1935 pattern.  It is assumed that the 
A issue was likely printed at the end of the 1934 runs and then B was later changed to 
match all the other 1935s.  The maps inside had identical I (1935) Gousha codes. 



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
1935A Montreal Back Cover 

 
The back of the 1935A Montreal map also had the added textual material shown 
above.  It is not known if there were any other maps with such writing, although other 
Canadian issues may have contained the same language.     



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
1936 Front and Back Covers 

 
The 1936 maps used a different, blockish font for the Shell name on both fronts and 
backs and changed the date.  From 1936 through 1939 the front and back covers of 
any particular map were exactly the same.  

The date was 
changed to 
1936. 

This font 
was used up 
through the 
1939 issue. 



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
1937 Alabama Front and Back 1938 Delmarva Front and Back 

 
There appears to be no discernible way to differentiate between maps from 1937 
through 1939.  The only way to tell the front is that the opening was on the right side. 



1934-1939, cont. 
 

 
   1938 Philadelphia   1938 Seattle-Tacoma 
 
In both 1938 and 1939 some of the city/regional issues had the Shell Road Map 
heading and some did not.  It is not known if this occurred in the earlier years, too.  
Note, it is also not known if both a regional map and a street guide were printed for the 
same city in the same year. 
 

Shell Road Map 
appeared on the 
metro maps that 
showed the main 
arteries of the area. 

The maps listed as 
street guides were 
truly that—with all 
city streets shown 
and labeled. 



1940-1946 
 

 
1940 Florida      1946 California 

 
All of the maps in this series looked the same except for wartime variations shown 
next.  Each map had a front and back cover that were identical.  The only way to 
determine the front is to have the opening on the right side. 



1940-1946, cont. 
 

 
1942 California    1945 Illinois 

 
It is assumed that all of the wartime issues, 1942 and 1945, had a military warning on 
the covers printed in either the larger or smaller size.  It is also assumed that there 
were no actual 1943 and 1944 maps printed. 



1946-1961 
 

 
Early 1946 Covers (new series) Late 1946/Early 1947 Covers 

 
At the beginning of 1946 the golden cover format shown in the previous series was 
used.  Then, later in the year, Shell began a long run of very similar covers.  This new 
series looked like the Ohio above left.  Late 1946 issues had more coloring in the Shell 
logo as shown above right.  Only minor changes occurred throughout the entire run 
and the front and back covers were often identical.   

Unless shown otherwise, 
the front and back covers 
were identical, or nearly so,  
for any particular map. 



1946-1961, cont. 
 

 
Late 1947 through 1954 Front and Back Covers 

 
Other than a few city and all sectional maps, the state, regional, and most city maps 
were as shown above.  Note, the "TOUR WITH CONFIDENCE" slogan was removed.  



1946-1961, cont. 
 

 
Detroit 1951     St. Louis 1953 

 
Some city maps had gold color taken out of 1952 through 1954 issues.  The Shell logo 
fill color and the golden stripe were removed, making for a drab front and back cover. 



1946-1961, cont. 
 

 
1955-1961 Front Covers 

 
The 1955 through 1961 Front and Back Covers evidenced a significant change.  One 
of the covers had an area for a local station to stamp its address.  A new slogan, 
"SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS," was added, also.  The opposite cover had neither. 


