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The First Two Tour Books of The
Automobile Club of Southern California

by Dave Cole #72

For over a century, the Automobile Club of Southern California has
been the most prolific publisher of road maps and tour guides of any
auto club in the entire country. As early as 1912, the club began
publishing a series of long narrow strip maps, highly detailed although
only black on white card stock. That soon included hundreds of routes,
not only in Southern California, but all over the state, and within just a
few years, all across the United States. There is something absurd
about a strip map showing the route of the Lincoln Highway from
Times Square in Manhattan, across the Hudson River and on to
Newark and Rahway, New Jersey, with "copyrighted by the Automobile
Club of Southern California" in the title block, but such a map exists
(#640) and the series of such maps continued all the way to California.
Other major transcontinental routes were mapped, too.

In the mid-'teens, the ACSC started publishing folding maps of each
county in their territory, the southerly third of California, and state
maps, too. In the late 1920's, the club began publishing books of strip
maps covering major highways to Southern California, and some of
these continued through the 1930's and '40's, with some of the most
colorful artwork ever seen on auto club maps. If a collector had just
One copy of every map, guide book, or special publication issued by
ACSC over the last century, it would take an entire room to store it all,
so vast has been their output. And it isn't hard to put together a
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representative collection of ACSC maps either. Issued by the millions,
they have been saved by the hundreds and, in California, they are not
particularly rare except for the very earliest ones. Here, you can find
upwards of a dozen ACSC road maps for every such map issued by the
auto club in northern California, the California State Automobile
Association, headquartered in San Francisco. But ACSC did not start
with strip maps or folding maps, their first such publications were tour
books, very ambitious projects for a club that had a hundred members
when they embarked on the compilation of the first one.

ACSC's FIRST TOUR BOOK, 1909

@ The first tour book by ACSC was a long time in
E preparation. The May 25,1907, issue of Pacific
' Motoring Magazine (now there's a rare
¥ publication!) carried a news item about the
B club's preparing a route book, but it was not
St Califirats {l published and bound until late in 1908, a year
L U B and a half later. But it was big, thick full of
information, and very useful to auto tourists in
California in 1909. It ran 384 numbered pages,
plus some inserts stuck in that would bring the
total close to 400, with pages 5" by 9* inches.
% This was all bound in soft flexible black
leather, with the title, AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
TOUR BOOK, stamped in gold on the front cover. The back is plain
black leather, there is no title on the spine, and certainly no artwork,
alas, but it's a very classy-looking book regardless.

Strangely enough, it seems the book was published without a title
page, and once this was discovered, an insert was printed and pasted
in ahead of Page 1. Not all copies got this title Page addition, however.



One would suppose the belated title page would give the date of
publication, but it does not, nor is it on the cover. To calculate the date
the book was printed, the best one can do is refer to another pasted-in
page just before Page 33, on which is printed the new speed ordinance
of the City of Los Angeles. The text says, "just after going to press, the
Speed Ordinance...was changed as follows:", followed by the ordinance
itself, which was "approved this 20th day of November, 1908." Thus, it
appears this Tour Book was printed in October or early November,
1909, but it is regarded as dating from 1909, as that was the first
season it was in use.

Almost a hundred pages in the front of the book are taken up with
material other than maps and route descriptions. The Auto Club is
described, its distinctive road signs are all pictured and described, and
the full text of both the Los Angeles City Traffic Ordinance and the
State Automobile Law (essentially the Motor Vehicle Code of the time)
is presented, interspersed with advertisements for automobiles,
garages, supplies, hotels and other things of interest to motorists.
There are indexes of cities covered, a list of garages, a description of El
Camino Real, and two index maps of routes In the front of the book,
also.

At last, on page 97 you come to
the first map in the book, this
one "showing parks in and
around Los Angeles”. Pages 99
and 101 give directions on how
to reach each one in text, and S
the intervening even-numbered SAPE DEPOSIT VAU TS
pages are devoted to ads. So it *ﬂ(Bnki Trust
goes, up to the last map in the
book, page 383, showing the
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route from Gilroy over Pacheco Pass to Los Banos, with descriptive
information about it on page 380. illustrated here are typical pages
from this first tour book. Page 161 shows the roads from Los Angeles
to Pasadena, and page 163 describes the routes In words. Facing
pages are given over to more ads, most of them for businesses in the
area shown on the map.

Obviously, these maps are rather crude and simple. They show only
the roads to follow, with
forks in the road just
stubbed off, so that if you
got lost, you had no idea
where you were or how to
get back on the approved
route. The running
directions were, for the most
part, contributed by auto

y club members who had

_ e traveled that way. Thus,
some of them are pretty mlnlmal and sketchy, while others are highly
detailed. A few do not even follow the map!

161

Be Sure and Visit the
Cawston Ostrich

Farm at South Pasudenn
The Original Gstrich Farm of Ameries

AR

LUD SANGE L
o

City Stor
224 W. 3rd
Los Angelon

Clarence B. Smith, of 1321 South Main Street in Los Angeles,
apparently volunteered to report on the route from Los Olivos to Santa
Maria, but his instructions do not match the mapped route. He says in
a note, "This description is not according to map but is the best route".
Charles B. Hopper, who was on the ACSC board of directors, drove his
Marmon car to Santa Barbara and back, and described the routes on
the club's maps in sharp detail. He even told about his trip: "We were
on the road 8 hours and 22 minutes, but the actual running time was 5
hours and 55 minutes, averaging for the trip 17.8 miles per hour. On
the trip, we passed 8 automobiles, 85 rigs (pulled by horses, he means)



4 streams, 8 bridges, and 10 railroad crossings. Used 13 112 gallons of
gasoline." That tells you a lot about motoring in Southern California in
1908!

This first tour book covers routes from Los Angeles as far south as San
Diego and Tia Juana (sic!) and as far east as San Bernardino, Redlands
and Idyllwild. Heading north, it goes only as far as San Francisco,
following both the coastal route and the inland road via Bakersfield
and Fresno.

ACSC's SECOND TOUR BOOK, 1911

Two years after the first tour book was published by the Auto Club of
Southern California there had |
been enough changes in roads
that the book had become
obsolete, so a second edition
was announced in December,
1910, and readied for
distribution early in 1911. The . 1Y
layout of this second edition is DISTINCTIVE TAILORING
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very much like that of the first, Romi PR T WA AN

but the maps and route Mot Nertll. Motarng Sels :
descriptions had all been done e e M'ahh\“"""g'""’""’"""
by a professional map maker, i ) T T
George F. Beck, whose ad LAncu

appears on Page 295, as

pictured to the right. Note that Beck claims to have touring
information and maps of the entire west coast, but surviving examples
of any of it are exceedingly rare. It is known that Beck also did a tour
book for the California State Auto Association in 1912, but no copies of
it are known to survive. Beck apparently ran the Commercial Printing



House in Los Angeles, or at least its ad shows the same address as G.
F. Beck's ad on page 295. The same printery did the first edition, too.

The 1911 tour book has a title page with a copyright date, and an
introduction that describes it as the Second Edition, which confirms the
fact that the 1909 book is the first and only other
previous edition. (But later ACSC history books
confirm this, too.) Beck gave the 1911 book a new
shape, long and narrow pages 4 1/2 inches wide
and 10 1/2 inches tall. Although the routes
covered are about the same as before, more ads
push the inside page count to 489, with even the
inside back cover numbered. Beck's maps are
better detailed, but still show secondary routes
just arrowed off from the main routes.

As before the book is bound in soft black leather,
stamped in gold. the front cover is an early
example of the ACSC wheel emblem but without
the bell in the

middle- FRESNO 'ronrﬁimnou.

Boad)

Around the "tire" is the name of
the club, AUTO CLUB OF SO. CAL.,
the A.A.A. lettering denoting the
club's being affiliated with the
American Automobile Association
(which it left in 1915 and did not
rejoin until 1947!) while letters
interspaced among the spokes of
the wheel spell out GOOD ROADS.
There is no title on the spine, there




are two ads on the back cover, one for Packard Motor Cars and the
other for Chalmers Motor Cars.

By 1912, the directors of ACSC had decided that issuing a tour book
every two ears was no longer feasible Too many changes in the roads
Were being made too frequently, and construction on the flew state
highway system in California was about to begin. Thus, the directors
decided to have strip maps and folding maps made up and published
instead of tour books, so these first two editions, of 1909 and 1911,
are the only ones in the series. Both are exceedingly rare and highly
desired by collectors, and thus prices of surviving examples are usually
very high, although recently a well-known San Francisco dealer had a
1909 book listed at $50, mainly because he did not know it was a first
edition, A knowledgeable rare book dealer, T. Dawson's Book Shop in
Los Angeles, offered a second edition of the ACSC Tour Book for $350
in 1992, and no doubt they would ask even more if they had one today.
Their example had been rebound, but those pictured with this article
still have their original leather bindings, a bit ragged but still more or
less intact.



