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How did | get onto this subject

A After | started working for the Defense Mapping Agency, | took a
cartography class at Montgomery College in 1992 where it was
mentioned that the best cartographers steal from the best
examples of the craft

A | was urged to collect maps of various styles and types to improve
my cartographic skills

A So | started to collect maps.
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A My father had a family copy of the 1905 Scott Coutityebinger

Atlas

A | kept on finding maps and county atlases by kthesbingeMap
Company and the lowa Publishing Company, but no biographies he
been written about MrHuebinger So, | started collecting notes
about him, and tried to find out more about his career.

A Here is a presentation about what | have discovered so far:



KBAVENPORT_ lowa
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Short Biography

A1854- Born in Limburg an ddrahn LimburgWeilburgHesse,
Germany (near Frankfurt in Western Germany)

A1870sc Trained as a surveyor and civil engineer in German army
A1880- Emigrated to Davenport to work as Surveyor for Army
Corps of Engineers at Rock Island

A1882- Produces his first commercial map of Scott County and
publishes his first subscription Atlas of Scott County

A1887¢ Combines efforts with his brothers photography studio
and publishes his Album of Davenport (in German and English)
A1890¢ Surveys the City of Davenport, and produces his first
surveyed map of Davenport and issues a large scale atlas of the
City of Davenport

A1893¢ Exhibits his oversize map of the-Tities at the Chicago
Worlds Fair

A902¢ Starts work on lowa State Atlas

A904¢ Sells lowa Atlas an displays huge lowa Map at the St
Louis Worlds Fair

. A1908¢ Starts selling separately issued automobile road maps

| A910¢ Moves to Des Moines to start work on the lowa Good

| Roads Automobile Atlas

| A912c¢ Publishes the first automobile atlas of lowa

A1918¢ Sells lowa Publishing Co and moves to Peoria

A1923¢ Dies in Peoria



What wasl dzS 0 A CadseNK3tdry
In Germany?
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Huebingersnmilitary career and education
orior to his immigration to the United States.

A If anyone has access to German genealogy
resources and could help me out, | would
greatly appreciate It.



Examples of Corps of Engineers Map

In 1879 Congress created the Mississippi River
Commission to oversee federal funds for flood
control.

Congress authorized the Army Corps of Engineers |
to participate in levee building on the Mississippi “
if matters of navigation were involved. Although
the Commission was supposed to combine the
ideas of both civilian and military engineers, in
practice it was controlled entirely by the Corps.
They were authorized to create a 4 Y2 channel on
the upper Mississippi from Minneapolis to St
Louis.

Huebingemwas originally hired as a civil engineer |
surveyor to support mapping, planning and
construction of flood control levees, and worked

for the Corps of Engineers from 1880 to 1882.

He only lasted a couple of years in this highly ’
political engineering job. |
Worked as a civil engineer and surveyor for

Major Hoffman at Rock Island. |
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authored byHuebingeror other civilians, and |
assume his work was signed by the army officials |
responsible for the work. |

Notl dzS 6 A yaksudasample of what
the Corps was producing at the time.
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1882 Title Page to
Schmitt and—lueblngerAtIas
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In 1882MelchoirHuebingermad the opportunity
to partner with Hugo Schmidt to produce their
1882 subscription atlas of Scott County, lowa.

Hugo Schmidt was the city assessor in
Davenport,lowand had issued several annual
business directories for the City of Davenport.
Schmidt had access to an accurate list of the city
residents and businesses needed to sponsor and
advertise in a possible Scott County atlas.

Huebingemprovided the skills to compile accurate
large scale maps needed to complete the atlas, and
the camera expertise to take needed to publish
them.

They combined their efforts and produced the first
Scott County subscription atlas in 1882.

Huebingerkept the copyright to the maps he
produced for the atlas. He was later able to
produce several large scale maps of Scott County
and the cities and towns in the county.

The atlas was successful addebingemwas able to
complete a separate small separately issued map
of Scott County that he sold on his own later that
year.

The atlas and map sold well enough litwebinger
to leave his Army Corps of Engineers position.



1883 Scott County Map

S e e L X This map was issued and
i e T B produced solely byuebinger
x He actually went out into
the field to survey and
compile the map
x Advertizing was sold to
help defer the costs of
producing the map and help
with his printing and
.| publication costs
wnemneo ¥ | % The last similar map was
M e published in 1869, and was
published in a subscription
| county atlas, and not sold
| separately.
x He used this base map in several later editions
x The Scott County map was later included in his histodim@ual Aloum of
Davenport published in 1887
X The map was also used as a base for his 1894 subscription atlas of Scott Cour
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Photos of the Album of Davenport
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Mechoirpartnered with his brother
Adam, a professional photographer
to compile the historic 1887 Album
of Davenport.

AdamHuebingeropened his
photography studio in Davenport in
1885, after leaving Germany

He reused his 1882 Scott county map in
the back cover

The book was issued in German, with an
English language annex and
showed the actual photos of
prominent businesses and
residences

This was at the birth of large scale photo
reproduction, individual photos
were photographically reproduced
and pasted in the album, a few
years latetHuebingemwould move
on to advanced photo lithography,
composing pages and rescaling
them for publication



Early days of photo lithography

The album of Davenport was produced by
photographic reproduction prints glued by hand to
individual book pages

The logical next evolutionary step was to
photographically reproduce the images and transfe
them to paper with a lithographic stone printing
process.

A cartographer with a brother who was a
photographer and had a photography studio was
helpful in adapting this technology to map making.
He could help in touching up photos, composing
layouts and labelling text

Color printing could be added by making separat'
printing plates in the desired color and registering
them to base black and white print

MelchoirHuebingerused alarge format mapping #

artwork down to print size for publlcatlon with
lithographic stone printing.
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1890 Map of Davenport

| dzS 0 A yiext3nidjil &ffort was to produce a large scale accurate plat map of Davenport.
This map was issued as a plat atlas and also had a supplement issued with it 9 years later

Melchoiractually surveyed major points in the city and produced triangulated map and adjusted the map to the a
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The Davenport City map was published at 2 scales: One inch equals 350 ft (1:4200 scale) (6 atlas pages) and One
equals 500 ft (1:6000 scale) (2 atlas pages) Very large scale, means lots of detalil.

The map shows streets, parks, major buildings, fire hydrants, fire alarm boxes, street lights, police patrol telephones
and survey bench marks. It was used by the City of Davenport for a variety of uses,

The atlas was drawn and lettered by hand and then photographically reduced to the correct size, the pages were
hand coloredithos and Huebingermut his blue copyright stamp on each page.

He was able to sell advertiser space on the low run municipal atlas and special large scale editions to the City of
Davenport.

Huebingerthen went on to produce similar maps for Rock Island and Moline, which he combined to produce a large
advertising map presented at the Chicago Worlds Fair.

It was also published as a pocket map and went through several editions and was used in his 1894 Scott County
subscription atlas and was published in multiple scales and page sizes.



1:6000 Scale 1890 Davenport Atlas Map
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1893 Tri Cities Map

RECEPTION ROOM.

Photo ofl dzS 6 A JrBCSNNMg displayed in the lowa Pavilion at
the 1893 Chicago Worlds Fair.
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The map was extremely hard to make out, so here is a simil&ifjri
map he issued in 1897

An the 1890sHuebingerfocused on

producing maps of the Tri Cities area (now the
Quad Cities), and produced a 1893 map of the
Tri Cities (Davenport, Moline and Rock Island)
which he proudly displayed at the Chicago
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AThe fair was a great marketing tool for his
maps and subscription atlases.

Al suspect that he was paid to produce his wall
mapofthe T A 0AS&X o6dzi L KI
AHe gauged demand for another Scott County
atlas, and the following year he produced
another Scott County Atlas and then Clinton
county in 1894,

A He later advertised and heavily promoted his
lowa State atlas at the St Louis Fair, 11 years
later.



1900 Pocket Map Reprint of -Cities Map
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1894 Scott County Subscription Atlas

Add scan of
facebooktype page
of subscriber mug
shots

He made money on the advertising in the
atlas and the vanity publication of VIP
subscribers

Openly complains about the drudgery of
surveying and updating the maps

His 1883 map shows up again, but he
then goes onto update much larger scale
and more detailed maps of the
townships

He includes the set of maps he used to
compile his historic HCity map
displayed at the low®avillionat the
Chicago Worlds Fair in 1893. He just
reshot them and rescaled them to fit in
the atlas.

By this time he is living in a nice large
new house on Kirkwood Avenue

Huebingempublished 4 county atlases of Scott County 1882, 1894, 1905 and 19



County Solil and Geological Maps

A In the 1890s the state of lowa saw the need to
produce modern soll survey maps of each county
Al dzS o A YoRaSPNARshing Company published

many of the county soll survey maps for the state
A The maps showed rivers, roads, local geology,

marshes, swamps, forests, pastures, towns and
prominent features

A Huebingerealized that the soil survey maps
were In the public domain and would serve as
excellent base maps for a state atlas.




Geology Maps
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produced hundreds of state i
and county geological maps S
to support lowa state | B ;
geological and soil surveys. BB e SRR o

He was able to take -t e Y =
advantage of existing o e g7

accurate county base maps
to support this effort.




1902 Map of Scott County

(start of his lowa Atlas project for St Louis Worlds Fair

oGy,
SCOTT GOUNTY.

SeorT COUNTY, |
lowa.
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Most of his business was centered in Eastern lowa
counties, and by 1902 he had decided to produce a state
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His 1902 Topographlc map of Scott County states "A
Word to the User of This Map. The object of getting up
and presenting these maps of your county is not one for
immediate profit, but preparing for the grand state of
lowa one of the most unique and at the same time most
instructive exhibits at the coming St Louis Louisiana
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The text mentions that this folding map |s a preliminary,
or sample, county map for an upcoming "gigantic and
complete map of the state of lowa, to be 14 feet high in
19 feet wide". It further states that each county will be a
complete map in itself, and when all of these county
maps are placed together, they will form the largest
complete map ever attempted and that at a later time,
the maps will be available in atlas form.

He changed the name of his company to reflect his new
goal of putting out a state atlas, the new name of the
HuebingerSurvey and Map Publishing Company was the
lowa State Atlas Publishing Company.



Subscription Ad for
1904 lowa State Atlas

Ain 1901 ,Huebingerannounces plans to produce a
new large scale lowa State Atlas to sell and advertise
at the St Louis Worlds Fair

AHe used existing county maps from his subscription
atlases of Scott, Muscatine, Cedar, Johnson, Linn and
Clinton Counties for source materials. He also has
statewide contracts to produce geological maps of
each of the lowa counties.

AStarted out by compiling maps of the high
population counties and issuing separately as pocket
maps to help advertise his atlas effort and defray the
costs of publication.

AProspectus lists endorsements from officials from
head of the Rock Island Arsenal , City Officials, State
Geologists, Engineers, and others

AEarly subscribers would get their photo published in
the atlas

ASalesmen sold the atlas subscription door to door,
as well as advertisements to businesses

ABooks could also be purchased at the St Louis Far.




Pictures of 1904 lowa Atlas

~3 A He mentions in the preface for
i ? the 1904 Atlas of lowa that the
£ atlas took his company 3 years to
~ compile and that 99 sets atho
~ stones were created, one for
~each county in the state.

He sent out crews to check and
survey data in all 99 counties

Subsidized by the state

Produced bill board sized map of
lowa for display in the lowa
Building at the St Louis Worlds
Fair.

Much larger than his Fities
map at the Chicago Worlds Fair.
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What did his shoy
look like In 19047~

This page was published in the 1904
atlas of lowa and 1905 atlas of Scott
County, and shows dzS 6 A yo@EsS N
Publishing Company busy at work
making the billboard sized map of

lowa for the St Louis Worlds Fair.

Huebingermreceived funding from the
lowa State government to aid his
production of the state atlas and
create a billboard sized map of lowa
for the lowa Building at the St Louis
Fair. This atlas page shows how his
" A F/  shop produced the huge map of
& l j(mmmmr 2 - lowa.
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Plate 53.
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Some of these
composing boards
used in the 1904
atlas were for sale
a several years ago
on Ebay







